
Appeal in aid of The Peter Trust – Autumn 2015 
 

I want to begin this appeal with some words of appreciation to all our donors.  
 
There are those amongst you who have been able to contribute on a very regular basis, for 
example by Bank Standing Order. You should have received a personal thank-you letter in the 
post during the past week. Such donations enable the Trustees to budget wisely and prudently 
and to the maximum benefit of the recipients.  
 
Many others of you have been able to make occasional donations when you had the means or 
the opportunity to do so and these have enabled our projects to be sustained and increased.  
 
When our donors have been able to Gift Aid their contributions then their value has been 
enhanced. So we received more than £4500 extra last year directly from HM Government 
derived from taxes already paid by these donors and at no further cost to them. 
 
You will have been greeted by several of our nine Trustees as you came into the church today – 
and they will be there to bid you farewell as you leave!  
Hopefully, on your way, in you received from them a copy of the latest issue of the Trust 
Bulletin, East Timor Update, in its new - more sophisticated - format. In it you can read about 
several of our projects in health care and education, and see photos of some of the beneficiaries.  
When you leave the Church after Mass the Trustees will again be available to give further 
information and offer you the means to make out a Standing Order with your bank, and, if you 
pay tax, to Gift Aid such a donation. Or you can use these forms to increase or reduce your 
contribution as you wish. 
 
Because all our administration is done voluntarily our running expenses are minimal and 
comprise only some intermittent postage costs and the bank charges for international transfers. 
The number of these is kept as low as possible by making only two or three transfers to East 
Timor each year. 
 
This issue of East Timor Update focuses on some of the educational projects in which the 
Peter Trust is engaged.  
 
One aspect of these is to provide resources for teaching and learning - including text books, 
writing materials, and classroom furniture. In the majority of schools in East Timor there is 
very little in place. Sanitation is very inadequate, and even basic classroom furniture is often 
lacking, and items such as large scale graphic displays are hardly to be found anywhere.  
The Primary School of Our Lady of Lourdes at Ermera, shown on the front page of the Bulletin, 
is typical. Here we have funded urgent repairs to the building, the provision of better toilets, the 
acquisition of some desks and chairs, and recently a computer and printer for the school 
Principal and his Administrator, powered by a simple generator.  
 
The pupils don’t have access to such equipment. There is very little in the way of educational 
technology in East Timor – it was only recently that electric power became widespread across 
the territory and it still does not reach every village where there is a school.  
So the trust has provided solar panels in various locations, one being the Jesuit High School of 
our Lady of Fatima in Railaco where we also sponsor twenty students from the poorest 
families, as depicted on the front page of the Bulletin. 
 



Another group of particular concern to the Trust from the outset has been those with 
disabilities of one kind or another. Children with physical or learning difficulties suffer from 
neglect and even abuse - which you can read about in the Bulletin. Their families are ashamed 
of them, or regard them as a sign of God’s disfavour, and often keep them hidden away inside 
the house. Sadly, such youngsters can be left unattended all day while other members of the 
family are out at work. Some of them are tied to heavy furniture - or to the pole holding up the 
roof of their house - so that they cannot wander off.  
 
One of the agencies which the Peter Trust supports is a religious congregation of Sisters who 
were founded to care for disabled children. These ALMA Sisters provide physiotherapy, 
medication, and gadgets of one kind or another which help the youngsters overcome their 
incapacities. In their hostel in Dili they also give instruction to able-bodied members of each 
family - about how best to assist the disabled in their homes, and to recognise their personal 
worth and dignity in the sight of God. There is a picture of one such group of children on the 
second page of the Bulletin. The Sisters are wanting to expand their work outside the capital 
city – and we would like to help them in that. 
 
Disabled teenagers and young adults receive support and training in the residential hostel of 
Ahisaun established by Fr Adri Ola, a Diocesan priest who is also the Director of Caritas Dili, 
the Timorese branch of the international Catholic Agency for Overseas Development which in 
England and Wales we know as Cafod. Here the disabled residents are offered, amongst other 
things, training in Information Technology, shoe making and repair, in the running of a small 
shop. They are also sponsored and physically assisted to attend courses at the University and 
Technology Colleges in the vicinity. There is a picture of some of them with Fr Adri on the 
third page of the Bulletin. 
 
The Peter Trust has provided computers, machinery for the shoe workshop, and musical 
instruments for the hostel’s band which entertains at numerous social functions in the local 
community, such as weddings and birthday parties. During the past two years we also funded 
extensive repairs and improvements to the sanitation and drainage of the hostel. Young people 
who have been in residence for a few years are now playing an important part in the 
administration of the hostel. 
 
From its inauguration the Peter Trust has been assisting with the tertiary education of a number 
of young adults, in East Timor itself, in Indonesia, and also in England. Five have acquired 
higher degrees and play an important part in the Governance of their country or in local Non-
Governmental organisations. Currently we are sponsoring a medical student in the Philippines 
who is an aspirant member of the Sisters of St Paul of Chartres. This congregation of religious 
run a hospital and mobile clinic in the south of East Timor. The clinic visits five large villages 
in the vicinity each week, attending to the needs of several hundred people in each. The Peter 
Trust provides all the medicines, transport costs, and remuneration for the doctor and nurses 
who work with the Sisters. 
 
At the present time we are updating our web site > www.thepetertrust.org.uk < a task which 
will soon be completed. When it is, within a week or two - or three! – you will be able to access 
much more information and see a great many more pictures of the work being undertaken 
because of your kind concern and great generosity. Again, many thanks from the Trustees, and 
from the many beneficiaries of your good will in Timor Leste. 
 
Fr Pat Smythe, 27.9.15. 



 


